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Our Vision: 
 

Create an environment where 
more kids are walking/biking to 

and from school safely.  
 
 

Our Mission: 
 

As a ñcommUNITYò we need to 
come together to change the 
culture of poor driver behavior 

in school zones, along school 
walking/biking routes, and near 
school bus stops by: 
 

Educating drivers to improve 

driving habits. 

Educating kids to instill safe 

walking/biking habits. 

Creating a mutual respect 
between pedestrians and 

drivers  

KIDS ABOUT 
Dear Community Members: 

 

 Getting children to and from school safely is everyoneõs 

responsibility!  Drivers should always pay close attention when they are 
driving in and around school zones, along school walk/bike routes, and 
near school bus stops.  Our òcommunityó needs to help educate 

children about the Rules of the Road to instill safe crossing habits.  A 
child doesnõt stand a chance against ANY size vehicle.  Please help us 

make our roads safer for kids! 
 Thank you for taking time to read our newsletter.  I hope you 

look forward to future issues.  Special thanks to our newsletter team!  

 

Sincerely, 
 

Robin Munier 
President 

Kids About 

Engineering Safe Routes to School - Need A New Crosswalk?   

      Do, you need a new crosswalk?  

How do you get one?  The first step is to 
find out the appropriate agency to speak to  
by determining who has responsibility for 
maintaining the road segments where you 

believe the crosswalk needs to be installed. 
In some states, the roads within a 
municipalityõs boundaries are the sole 

responsibility of the municipality, In other 
locations the major roads within a 
municipality are owned and maintained by 

the state's department of transportation 
(DOT).  

 Contact the public works, 
transportation or planning department for 
the area in which you live.  They will tell you 

who maintains the section of road in 
question. If you live outside a municipality, 
you can contact your county government 

and they should be able to tell you if the 
road is maintained by the county or state.  If 
it is the state, you will need a number and 

name or department within your states DOT 

to speak to. Once you have identified who to 

talk with, you can make your official request.   
 Be aware that there are situations 
where crosswalks are warranted and others 

where simply installing a crosswalk may not 
help. The appropriateness of where to install a 
marked crosswalk can vary from intersection to 

intersection.  
 A marked crosswalk can benefit 

pedestrians by directing them to cross at 
locations where appropriate traffic control, 
including traffic signals or adult school crossing 

guards, either currently exist or can be 
provided. However, marked pedestrian 
crosswalks, in and of themselves, do not slow 

traffic or reduce pedestrian crashes. 
 For more information, and to prepare 

for your discussion with your local 
transportation engineer, please read the SRTS 
Guide from http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/guide/

engineering/marked_crosswalks.cfm. 
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Presidentõs Message: 

http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/guide/engineering/marked_crosswalks.cfm
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 Look Out Kids About has 

compiled a Toolkit containing 
educational information related to 
traffic safety in school zones.  Last 
school year this Toolkit was 

distributed to all CCSD schools.  
The information is currently being 
updated and the updates will be sent 

to all schools.  New schools will 
receive their Toolkit once the 

updates are completed.   
 The toolkit is a three ring 
binder with information about 

School Zone Traffic Safety. The 
toolkit has sections on education, 
engineering, public safety as well as 

motivational ideas.  This resource 
includes a CD and is  set up so that 
each individual school can format 

the material to conform to the 
unique characteristics of their 
particular school.  

 This information will 

also soon be available to school 
district personnel on Interact at:  
District Link>Partnership 
Program>Traffic Safety Programs.  

Please check our website, 
Lookoutkidsabout.org or email 
Brandyn Dente at: 

secretary@lookoutkidsabout.org. 
 
 

By Brandyn Dente 

Register for 2009 Walk to School Day 

KIDS ABOUT provides a 

òToolkitó that schools can 

use with students to teach 

safety. 
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 Registration is open for 

2009 Walk to School Day, an 
international event where 
communities from more than 40 
countries join together to walk and 

bicycle to school. Walk to School 
Day is October 7, 2009. 
 To register a Walk to 

School event, please visit 
www.walktoschool.org/register. 
Registration is free and available to 

individuals or organizations holding 
an event in the U.S. Registered 
schools will be displayed on an 

interactive map on the U.S. Walk to 
School Web site 
(www.walktoschool.org), where 

neighboring communities, media 
and other organizations will be able 
to view participating schools.  

 By registering, Walk to 
School organizers gain access to a 
variety of downloadable materials, 

including certificates, templates for 
printing, stickers and a frequent 

walker punch card. Registrants can 

also subscribe to a weekly Walk to 
School e-newsletter with tips and 
resources on holding a Walk to 
School event. 

 Since 1997, communities 
around the country have been 
celebrating Walk to School Day. In 

its twelfth year, participation 
reached a record high with more 
than 2,800 events from all fifty 

states and the District of Columbia 
registering on the Walk to School 
Web site www.walktoschool.org) in 

2008. 
 For more information on 
Walk to School activities in the 

U.S., please visit 
www.walktoschool.org. To see 
photos from past events, please 

visit www.iwalktoschool.org/
photos/. Both the U.S. and the 
International Walk to School Web 

sites are hosted by the National 
Center for Safe Routes to School.  

What Look Out Kids About Has Been Up To?  

For more information, contact 

Raquel Rivas at (919) 962-5835 or 
rivas@hsrc.unc.edu. 
 

From the Safe Routes to School 
website at: www.saferoutesinfo.org 


